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To his father, Scott, his mother, Melissa, and 
his brothers, Chandler and Ashton, we extend 
our profound gratitude for sharing this out-
standing Marine with us, and we offer our 
prayers and support. 
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IN THE MINUTES OF OUR LIVES 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 5, 2006 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, upon learning of the tragic death of United 
States Marine Corps Major Trane McCloud, 
the following poem was penned by Albert 
Carey Caswell, United States Capitol Tour 
Guide. 
‘‘In the minutes of our lives, 
In these our short times, what of our true 

worth in the moments we’re alive. . . 
In what we’ve all so done! 

‘‘For it’s how we’ve so lived and died, 
All within these our short lives, are all of 

those magnificents who’ve so strived! 
As did you Trane, as for America’s fine son 

we now so cry! 

‘‘For Trane, your splendid life. . . will al-
ways be one of great meaning and sac-
rifice! 

Yes, you America’s True Son. . . of Liberty 
the one. . . shall so ever shine into 
that night! 

Yes, Trane you were such the one! 

‘‘For a Gallant Hero who goes off to war, 
Who so leaves their most precious loved ones 

behind, all for our freedom to ensure! 
Is but The Brightest of All Sons! 

‘‘Trane, To Make A Difference with it all. . . 
As You would not fail, as you would not fall. 

As what you so fought for, as what you 
saw! 

Until, your fine life was done! 

‘‘In life, we all must make choices! 
But it’s only from the heart, so comes un-

common valor. . . from deep down 
these inner voices! 

To do what must be done! 

‘‘To Heaven now rise my son! 
You are but a Hero in our Lord’s eyes. . . yes 

you are the one! 
For only those brave of heart, who so play 

their part. . . souls up to Heaven shall 
so run! 

‘‘In these the moments of our lives, 
Only in these, all of what we’ve so fought 

for. . . lived and died! 
Shall take us To Heaven’s Sun! 

‘‘And when there comes a gentle rain, 
Trane’s tears from up in Heaven shall wash 

down upon you to ease your pain. . . 
Until, up in Heaven you so meet again. . . 

once again!’’ 
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TRIBUTE TO MAX H. DODSON 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 5, 2006 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to acknowledge the exemplary service 
of Mr. Max Dodson. Mr. Dodson will be retiring 
from the Environmental Protection Agency’s 
(EPA) Region 8 office in Denver, Colorado, 
this coming January. 

For over 35 years, Mr. Dodson has been at 
the forefront of EPA’s initiatives and programs. 

His career at EPA is marked with many firsts 
and a tireless dedication to the Agency and its 
mission. Since joining EPA in August 1971, 
Max held numerous positions in the Denver, 
Colorado, and Helena, Montana, offices. 
These include: Director, Montana Operations 
Office, Helena, Montana; Director, Water 
Quality Management Division, Denver, Colo-
rado; and Assistant Regional Administrator, 
Office of Ecosystems Protection and Remedi-
ation, Denver, Colorado. He holds a B.A. in 
Geography and two masters’ degrees, one in 
Geography and one in Public Administration. 

In addition, Max served 4 years as an intel-
ligence officer with the U.S. Department of 
Navy and spent more than 20 years in the 
Naval Reserve where he was the Regional 
Commander of a District Office for several 
years. On top of his service to our country, 
Max has been a past member of the South 
Platte River Commission, and the Red River, 
Poplar River and Souris River Boards of the 
International Joint Commission (a binational 
United States-Canada organization estab-
lished under the Boundary Waters Treaty of 
1909) and the Steering Committee for the 
American Water Resources Association. 

In the early 1970s, Max was a major con-
tributor to EPA’s very first wastewater facility 
plan and the first ever basin-wide water quality 
management plan. Both of these plans guided 
the development and management of waste-
water treatment systems within Summit Coun-
ty, Colorado, and Weber County, Utah. As the 
first of their kind, these plans were used as 
models for the rest of EPA and to this day, 
provide a guide to development and citing of 
wastewater treatment facilities in these two 
counties. Likewise, Max worked with the State 
of Montana to develop the first State/EPA 
agreement which provided the basis for envi-
ronmental work within the State and enabled 
EPA to award millions of dollars in grants to 
the State in support of that work. 

While a member of the Poplar and Red 
River International Boards, Max was instru-
mental in the development of some of the ear-
liest agreements between Canada and the 
United States detailing how each country 
would manage activities in the river basin to 
minimize water quality impacts that each 
country’s activities had on the other country. 
Another first for EPA, which Max initiated and 
cultivated from the 1980s through now, was 
bringing together the Superfund and Clean 
Water Programs to address serious water 
quality problems in the Western United States 
due to historical mining activities. As a con-
sequence of Max’s leadership, EPA Region 8 
was the first region in the country to list mining 
sites on the Superfund National Priorities List. 
Today, several mine cleanups have been 
completed and many others are underway 
using Superfund resources to pay for the 
cleanup. Through his efforts the very first 
‘‘Good Samaritan’’ agreement was developed 
for an abandoned mining site located in the 
American Fork Canyon in Utah. This agree-
ment is serving as a model for others and has 
informed the Congressional deliberations re-
lated to new ‘‘Good Sam’’ legislation. 

Another example of Max’s leadership is the 
development of a Response Support Corps 
and Regional Response Center for EPA Re-
gion 8 during the early 2000s. Due to his fore-
sight, Region 8 was able to contribute more 
than its proportional share of the EPA staff 
who worked on the Katrina recovery efforts. 

Max also served as a ranking officer during 
the initial response to the aftermath of Hurri-
cane Katrina. Max was an important asset in 
the early days of the Katrina recovery efforts 
to get all of the disparate parties to work to-
gether and to ensure that the work done in the 
field was responsive to the needs identified. 

For the last 11 years of Max’s career he has 
been the Senior Manager overseeing the Re-
gion’s Superfund, Brownfields, Emergency Re-
sponse/Preparedness and National Environ-
mental Policy Act programs, as well as several 
parts of the Agency’s Clean Water Program. 
In all, his office of over 200 personnel has re-
sponsibility for implementation of six environ-
mental statutes: Comprehensive Environ-
mental Response, Compensation and Liability 
Act (a.k.a., Superfund); Oil Pollution Act; 
Brownfields Revitalization Act; National Envi-
ronmental Policy Act; Clean Water Act; and 
Safe Drinking Water Act. Additionally, his of-
fice oversees cleanup of the Department of 
Defense sites under its Base Realignment and 
Closure, and Defense Environmental Restora-
tion programs. 

Region 8 has the distinction of being the 
home to some of the country’s largest and 
most complicated Superfund sites and 
projects: Rocky Mountain Arsenal, Rocky 
Flats, Clark Fork Watershed, Clear Creek Wa-
tershed, and Libby Asbestos cleanups to 
name a few. The capstone of his many Super-
fund accomplishments was the work Max per-
formed related to the final cleanup of Rocky 
Flats in 2006, enabling most of it to be con-
verted to a wildlife refuge. Max served on the 
governing board that directed and oversaw the 
cleanup of Rocky Flats. Through his leader-
ship and guidance, the $6.7 billion project was 
completed 14 months ahead of schedule and 
over $550 million under budget. Since 1980, 
61 sites in the region have been listed on Su-
perfund’s National Priorities List—a list of sites 
representing the greatest risk to human health, 
welfare and the environment. By the end of 
2006, 44 of the 61 sites will have been 
cleaned up, all but 4 under Max’s tenure. Of 
the 44 cleaned sites, 11 have been deleted 
from the NPL. 

Region 8 is a leader for the country in terms 
of the number of acres and cleanup projects 
restored to beneficial uses. For example, since 
April, 2004, over 13,000 out of a possible 
17,000 acres of Rocky Mountain Arsenal have 
been converted from weapons and pesticides 
manufacturing to a National Wildlife Refuge, 
the largest urban refuge in the Nation. Revital-
ization projects which have received national 
recognition or awards under Max’s watch have 
been: 

1. Prairie Gateway—an over 900 acre 
project involving recreational and commercial 
uses Northeast of Denver, Colorado, including 
a world class soccer stadium and practice 
fields and a new U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice visitor center for the Rocky Mountain Arse-
nal Wildlife Refuge. 

2. SLC Gateway—former 650 acre railyard 
that was converted to mixed retail, hotel, and 
residential use in Salt Lake City, Utah. The re-
development was integral part of the 2002 
Winter Olympics and was selected as a 
Brownfields Showcase Project. 

3. Murray Lead Smelter—142 acre former 
lead smelter that was converted to a public 
transit station, hospital, and commercial/retail 
space located in Murray, Utah. 

4. Colorado Bioscience Park and Health 
Sciences Center—the former property that 
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housed the Fitzsimons Army Hospital has 
been redeveloped into a $4.3 billion ‘‘square 
mile of life science projects’’ and is the focus 
for the biotechnology industry in the Rocky 
Mountain Region. The Colorado Bioscience 
Park located in Aurora, Colorado is the first 
university-affiliated ‘‘biopark’’ to be developed 
west of the Mississippi. It is adjacent to the 
University of Colorado Health Sciences Center 
and Hospital Complex, the Children’s Hospital, 
and the Fitzsimons Commons town center, all 
of which make up the new development at the 
former Fitzsimons Army Hospital 

5. Lowry Redevelopment—the former 1866 
acre Lowry Air Force Base has been con-
verted to 4500 residential properties, 4 college 
campuses, a town center with shopping and 
commercial space, and 800 acres of open/rec-
reational space. Lowry has been so successful 
that it received the Governor’s Award for 
Smart Growth and is a model community for 
urban-infill projects across the country. 

Throughout his career, Max has been the 
recipient of many honors and awards, includ-
ing two bronze medals, a U.S. Forest Service 
award, the prestigious 4Cs award from the Bu-
reau of Land Management, a Department of 
Defense Award for work on Rocky Mountain 
Arsenal, and. several special SES service 
awards. In 2004 Max received the coveted 
Presidential Rank Award for Meritorious Exec-
utive. The Presidential Rank Award recog-
nized, among several other things, his leader-
ship in setting up the first ‘‘one stop’’ funding 
process for Clean Water Act programs which 
was subsequently adopted by the Agency; re-
invigorating and streamlining the Regional Na-
tional Priorities Listing efforts which resulted in 
the addition of 12 new sites located in Region 
8 to the National Priorities List; and evaluating 
the impacts of wastewater point and non-point 
sources of contamination on a watershed 
basis instead of the traditional discharge by 
discharge basis. Through Max’s leadership, 
the EPA changed several of its approaches for 
addressing environmental problems and man-
aging different aspects of the Clean Water and 
Superfund programs. 

Max has contributed 40 years of service to 
the people of this nation and especially the 
communities encompassed within EPA’s Re-
gion 8 area. His ‘‘can do’’ approach and per-
sonal style of working with people make him 
a role model for public servants in all aspects 
of government. I want to personally thank him 
for his work on the clean up of Rocky Flats 
and mine waste issues—especially ‘‘Good Sa-
maritan’’ concepts—two issues that are espe-
cially important to my Congressional District. 
He has laid the foundation for all of us to con-
tinue his great work for the benefit of the envi-
ronment, our quality of life and effective public 
service. I ask my colleagues to join me in 
thanking Max for his contributions and wishing 
him the very best in his future endeavors. 
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TRIBUTE TO CHARLES HIGGINS 

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2006 

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Mr. Charles Higgins, in honor of 
his work and accomplishments for the Lincoln 
Park Board of Education. 

Mr. Higgins has lived in Lincoln Park since 
the age of 5, and throughout his life he has 
been committed to making it a better place to 
live. Charles was first elected to the Board of 
Education in 1967 and he made it his goal to 
improve subjects that, from his time in high 
school in Lincoln Park, he felt were lacking. 
Such areas included vocational education and 
the math curriculum. Mr. Higgins’ dedication to 
parent-teacher associations while on the 
Board granted him the Distinguished Service 
Award for his efforts with the students. His 
time on the Board earned him the recognition 
of the longest-serving board member in the 
district of Lincoln Park and in the state of 
Michigan, and the honorable position of Board 
President. 

Mr. Higgins served as a liaison to the Michi-
gan Association of School Boards, the City 
Council of Lincoln Park, to the City Recreation 
Commission. He has been deservingly hon-
ored with tributes such as the Book of Golden 
Deeds Award from the Lincoln Park Exchange 
Club and Award Merit and Award of Distinc-
tion from the Michigan Association of School 
Boards. He also served with dedication as one 
of 28 board members from the state as a 
Michigan Ambassador for Public Education. 

Before his time on the Board, Mr. Higgins 
worked for General Motors and was a deacon 
at the Lincoln Park Presbyterian Church. He is 
deeply involved in his community, and some 
of his current commitments include the Lincoln 
Park Athletic Club, Little League Baseball, Girl 
Scouts, and the Lincoln Park Democratic Club. 
He is also active with the senior community, 
delivering baked goods to the Lincoln Park 
Senior Center Towers. 

I wish Mr. Higgins, his wife Marilyn, and 
their three children many good years filled with 
family, friends, and good health. The South-
east Michigan Community deeply appreciates 
his fantastic devotion and loyal service. I ask 
that all of my colleagues join me in wishing 
Charles Higgins a happy and relaxing retire-
ment. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO BRANDON 
BYERS 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Airman First Class Brandon Byers for 
his courage and dedication to his comrades 
and his country by serving in Iraq. 

On November 6th, 2006, Brandon returned 
home from serving at Camp Bucca, Iraq, as a 
Combat Convoy .50 Cal Gunner for ASO Mis-
sions and Commonly Remote Operated 
Weapons System (CROWS). He was greeted 
at Nellis Air Force Base, Nevada by his unit, 
the 99th Security Forces Squadron with his 
wife and 5-year-old daughter by his side and 
his wounds healing. 

On October 16th, 2006 Brandon experi-
enced a terrifying ordeal that nearly cost him 
his life. While on active duty, Brandon’s 
Humvee was hit with a bomb detonated by 
Iraqi insurgents. The improvised explosive de-
vice wounded him and two of his comrades 
while they were returning to camp in Southern 
Iraq from a mounted patrol mission. Brandon 
was manning a .50-caliber machine gun in the 

Humvee’s turret when the bomb went off. 
Shrapnel peppered his body and two large 
pieces struck him—one in the right wrist and 
another in the upper left thigh. 

Following the attack, Brandon was airlifted 
to a military trauma center in Kuwait to under-
go extensive emergency surgery to remove 
the shrapnel and stabilize his injuries. Colonel 
Paul Curlett, commander of the 386th Air Ex-
peditionary Wing, presented Brandon with a 
Purple Heart medal before his return to the 
U.S. to receive additional treatment at Wilford 
Hall Medical Center at Lackland Air Force 
Base in San Antonio. 

In addition to his Purple Heart, Brandon has 
received a number of other awards and deco-
rations, which include the National Defense 
Medal, Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary 
Medal, Global War on Terrorism Service 
Medal, and the Air Force Small Arms Expert 
Ribbon with cluster award. 

After his wounds heal and his rehabilitation 
complete, Brandon will have to go before a 
medical review board to determine his eligi-
bility to return to duty. Otherwise, he plans to 
return to his previous post as an Installation 
Patrolman and Security Response Team 
Leader for the 99th Security Force Squadron. 
Brandon feels as if he has let down his ‘‘broth-
ers and sisters down range’’ because he can-
not be with them, fighting in the fields. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great honor that I rec-
ognize Airman First Class Brandon Byers for 
his undaunted demeanor and courageous con-
duct in defense of democracy. He is a true pa-
triot who serves the United States with valor 
and courage; I commend him for his service 
and I wish him luck with all his future endeav-
ors. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE DEMO-
CRATIC PACIFIC UNION’S INTER-
NATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON DE-
MOCRACY AND CONGRESS 

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2006 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize 
the Democratic Pacific Union’s (DPU) upcom-
ing international symposium on democracy 
and congress this December 8 through 10 in 
Taipei, Taiwan. DPU, a non-governmental or-
ganization was founded in 2005 in Taipei to 
enhance dialogue and exchanges among 
members of parliaments from countries around 
the Pacific Rim. 

This year’s symposium will feature a num-
ber of panels on democracy, parliamentary 
procedures, presidential and congressional 
elections with participants from Mexico, Can-
ada, the United States, Honduras, Australia, 
New Zealand, and the Republic of China. I en-
courage my colleagues to attend this impor-
tant symposium. 

Taiwan has a special relationship with us. 
Our commitment to Taiwan’s security, as stat-
ed in the Taiwan Relations Act, has enabled 
Taiwan to serve as a beacon of democracy in 
the Pacific region and beyond. 

I also offer my congratulations to Taiwan 
Vice President Annette Lu for putting this sym-
posium together. 
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